LONGFORD  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of Meeting of Longford Municipal District held in the Longford Municipal District Chamber, Market Square, Longford, on Wednesday, 
6th April 2016 at 4.00 p.m.

_________________________________________________________________________

CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor Seamus Butler,  Cathaoirleach.
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – John Browne, Padraig Loughrey,  





Peggy Nolan, Mae Sexton and Gerry Warnock. 
IN ATTENDANCE:            
Ms. Barbara Heslin, Deputy Chief Executive.   





Mr. Ciaran Murphy, Acting Director of Services





Mr. Mark McNerney, Adminstrative Officer.





Mr. Eamon Bennett, Senior Executive Engineer.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Loughrey seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, the minutes 
of Monthly Meeting of Longford Municipal District held on the 24th February 2016, 

as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None.
CORRESPONDENCE  -  circulated.
The members expressed disappointment with the contents of letter dated 
11th March received from the Office of the Minister for Housing, Planning and 
Co-ordination of Construction 2020 in connection with the Designated Urban Centres Grant 
Scheme. It was noted that Longford town is ineligible for consideration for

funding under the current ERDF Funding as it is not designated as either a hub or gateway 

status for the purposes of the National Spatial Strategy.
The members agreed that special concessions are needed for Longford and that this issue 

should be a priority for the new Government.  Councillor G. Warnock proposed and

Councillor P. Nolan seconded that an equalisation fund needs to be established for counties 

such as Longford. It was further agreed that contact be made with the relevant Department 
requesting a meeting regarding this issue.
Ms. B. Heslin, Acting Chief Executive, agreed that the county has undergone significant 
economic hardship as a result of its exclusion under the National Spatial Strategy.  She
informed the meeting that Longford County Council had held meetings with officials from
the IDA and  Enterprise Ireland.  Barbara emphasised the need for positivity which is 
essential to progress and rebrand Longford and stated that this issue will be brought to the 
attention of the four Longford/Westmeath Oireachtas members at meeting arranged for 

Monday, 18th April. 

Update on the Taking in Charge of “Dun Darrach” Housing Estate, Dublin Road, 
Longford    
E. Bennett outlined the process involved and the issues associated with this process,

including the challenge associated with the number of utility providers requiring access. 

Eamon provided details of the estimated legal and construction costs associated with the 
taking in charge of “Dun Darrach” Housing Estate, Dublin Road, Longford.

The members expressed concern regarding the estimated costs and requested the executive

to ascertain if these costs could be reduced. Eamon clarified how the costs arise and the 

impact of the number of utility providers involved.  
This item to be included on the Agenda for the next Municipal District meeting.

Eamon also confirmed that similar issues arise in relation to the proposed extinguishing of 

rights in Teffia.

Multi-Annual Restoration Maintenance 2017 – 2019.  Restoration Maintenance – 
Regional & Local Roads.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor P. Loughrey, it was agreed to

adopt the Multi-Annual Restoration Maintenance 2017 – 2019.  Restoration Maintenance – 

Regional & Local Roads, as circulated.  
Roadway into the Primary Care Centre in the Flancare Environs. 

C. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer, stated that that as confirmed at the last
Municipal District meeting, the responsibility for the condition of the road at this location 
rests with the developers.  Following an examination of the relevant planning applications 

relating to this land, the Council is now seeking to resolve this matter.  This may involve the

initiation of Enforcement Proceedings, if appropriate under the Planning Acts.
This item to be included on the Agenda for the next Municipal District meeting.
Parking at Scoil Eimear National School, Longford .
B. Heslin informed the meeting that revised drawings have been received from Scoil Eimear 

and the school is to make contact with the Department of Education regarding funding for the 

works. Longford County Council has confirmed to school management that it will not be

providing funding towards the proposed car park. One proposal being considered by the 
County Council is to abandon the existing access road as a public road.
The Council is currently awaiting a response from T.I.I. regarding the public lights on the 
Ballinalee Road.
This item to be included on the Agenda for the next Municipal District meeting.
Parking problems at Social Welfare Offices.
B. Heslin provided an update on the meeting held with the Department of Social Protection,
Office of Public Works and Longford County Council on the 14th March 2016. Barbara 

outlined to the members the options being considered by the Department of

Social Protection and the Office of Public Works to alleviate the ongoing parking problems 

at the Social Welfare offices.
Barbara reiterated that Longford County Council will facilitate a pre-planning meeting with the OPW and their Architects, if required.

Draft Municipal District Report for inclusion in Longford County Council 2015 Annual 

Report.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Sexton seconded by Councillor J. Browne, it was 

unanimously agreed to adopt the draft Municipal District Report for inclusion in the 

Longford County Council 2015 Annual Report.
Area Engineer’s Progress Report.

E. Bennett informed the members that an Area Engineer's Progress Report will be included 

as an Agenda Item for Municipal District Meetings every two months.

It was also agreed that the Executive would develop a template for a Management Report.

Allocation of Community Grants.

It was noted that the draft Community Grant Support Scheme 2016 will be considered by the 

Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy Committee at meeting on the 

19th April.  Subject to the approval of the SPC, it will be considered for adoption at the 

May monthly meeting of Longford County Council.  It was agreed that any groups who have 

applied for funding in 2016 be notified when the new Scheme is adopted.
Provision of Bus Parking at St. Joseph’s National School.

E. Bennett informed the meeting that he is liaising with the Principal of St. Joseph’s National 

School regarding the provision of bus parking outside the school.  Extension of the current

Bye-laws will be required to provide Bus Parking at the School.

The members reiterated the need for traffic management at the school during drop off and 

pick up times. 

Cathedral Junction Works.
The members requested that an update be given at the May Municipal District meeting 
regarding the works at the Cathedral Junction.

Town footpath survey and previously agreed traffic measures.  

E. Bennett stated that the Town footpath survey is currently taking place.  It is anticipated 

that an assessment and report on the costs etc. will be available for the June Municipal

District Meeting.

Footpath Repairs at Kennedy Drive, Longford.
The members were informed that the footpath repairs at Kennedy Drive were carried out 

based on a risk assessment of the area.

The members requested that, in future, they be notified of any works taking place in the 

Municipal district area.
Date for Annual Meeting of Longford Municipal District.

It was agreed that the 2016 Annual Meeting of Longford Municipal District be held on 

Tuesday, 21st June at 3.00 p.m. and the June Monthly Meeting be held at 4.00 p.m. on the

same date.

A.O.B.

The following items were raised by the members  -
· Lighting at the new Cathedral Car Park  - to be reviewed by the Roads Section.
· Pathway from Harbour View to Farneyhoogan – to be referred to the Housing Section.

· Pedestrian Crossing at Park Road - included under Low Cost Safety Scheme.
· Noise from the Machinery Yard during the loading of salt.  Councillor M. Sexton proposed and Councillor P. Loughrey seconded that a letter be forwarded to Met Eireann regarding the timing of weather alerts. 

· Clearing of remnants of fire at Palace Crescent  - to be referred to the Environmental Section.
· Renaming of the Mall Park to the Albert Reynolds Peace Park  -  arranged for Sunday, 22nd May 2016 at 2.30 p.m.

· Caravan parked illegally at Annaly Park  -  Environment Section of the Local Authority and the Gardai to be contacted regarding this issue.

· Criminal damage in Local Authority houses  -  will be referred to Housing Strategic Policy Committee. 

· Disabled Parking Bay on Dublin Street  -  it was agreed that the Disabled Parking Bay on Dublin Street be relocated outside Peter Clarke’s public house.

· Assisted School Warden Crossing on the Ballinalee Road  - It was agreed that there will an additional field survey done in relation to the number of children using the crossing daily.
· Roundabout at the Demesne, Longford  -  included under Low Cost Safety Scheme.

· Traffic Calming at Grafton Court  -  The Area Engineer informed the members that there  was no funding available at present for this project.

Update on Regeneration.
B. Heslin provided an update on the Regeneration Programme and, in particular, the
Expression of Interest process for the Northern Quarter.  The possibility of setting up a 

Regeneration Sub-Committee will be considered at the next CPG Meeting.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: ______________
_
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Longford Municipal District Meeting held on the
25th May 2016.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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